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1 This section is a revised version of §§10bc of Mah�parinibb�na S (D 16) = SD 9 & Intro to Mah� 

Sakul’ud�y� S (M 77.15-21) = SD 6.18 Intro. The latter sutta lists the 7 sets. 
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2 See eg Gethin 2001:235. For a comprehensive survey, see 2001:1-25, 229-354. Gethin’s book is a mono-

graph on the limbs of awakening. 
 3 See SD 9. 10d below & Gethin 2001:232-240 for a useful discussion. 

4 D 16.3.50/2:119 f. 
 5 On this m��ik� (matrix) of the seven sets, see SD 9.10bc. 
 6 See D 1:56, 339, 2:83, 290-315, 3:101; S 3:96, 153; A 2:218, 3:12. 
 7 See V 1:22; D 2:120; M 3:296, 2:96; A 2:74, 15 f. See SD 10.2. 
 8 See D 2:213, 221; M 1:103 = 2:11; A 1:39, 297, 2:256, 3:82; Vbh 213. See SD 10.3. 
 9 See M 1:295; S 3:46, 225, 4:168; A 2:151. See foll n & SD 10.4. 
 10 See D 2:120, 239; M 2:12, 3:296; S 3:96, 153. 4:366; A 3:10, 12; Vbh 342. See SD 10.5. 
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 11 See D 2:79, 83, 120, 302, 3:101, 128, 251, 282; M 1:11, 2:12; S 1:54, 5:83; A 1:14, 4:23; Vbh 277. See 
SD 10.15. 
 12 See D 1:256 f, 165, 312; M 1:61, 118, 3:251; It 18; Sn 1130; Vbh 235. 
 13 On the central importance of these 7 sets, see Intro (10c) above. 
 14 André Bareau [5 above] has given a detailed analysis of the various Parinirvana traditions. 
 15 M�h� Parinirv�	a S�tra (ed Waldschmidt) 222-224: atha bhagav�n yenopasth�na-
�l� tenopasa�kr�n-
ta�. upasa�kramya purast�d bhik�u-sa�ghasya praj�apta ev’�sane nyas�dat. ni�adya bhagav�n bhik��n �man-
trayate sma. anity� bhik�ava� sarva-sa�sk�r� adhruv� an�
v�sik� vipari	�ma-dharma	o y�vad alam eva bhik-
�ava� sarva-sa�sk�r�n sa�sk�ritu� ala� virantum. tasm�t tarhi bhik�avo ye te dharm� d��a-dharma-hit�ya 
sa�vartante d��a-dharma-sukh�ya sampar�ya-hit�ya sampar�ya-sukh�ya te bhik�ubhir udghya paryav�pya 
tath� tath� dh�rayitavy� gr�hayitavy� v�cayitavy� yath�da� brahmacarya� cira-sthitika� sy�t tad bhavi�yati 
bahu-jana-hit�ya bahu-jana-sukh�ya lokânukampârth�ya hit�ya sukh�ya deva-manu�y�n�m. katame te dharm� 
d��a-dharma-hit�ya sa�vartante…tadyath� catv�ri smty-upasth�n�ni catv�ri samyak prah�	�ni catv�ri ddhi-
p�d�� pa�cendriy�	i pa�ca b�l�ni sapta bodhy-a�g�ny �ryâ��â�go m�rga�. Cf Divy 207 f. 
 16 He also notes that two other sections of this excerpt are found to parallel two passages in other parts of the 
Pali Canon. He notes that this is rare. (Gethin 2002:232) 
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17 See Mah�parinibb�na S (D 16) = SD 9.11b. 

 18 The younger brother of S�riputta. 
 19 Amplification following DA 3:911. 
 20 These seven sets are given in full in Sakul’ud�y� S (M 77.15-21/2:11 f) = SD 6.18 (2004) and as 
practised by various monks, in �n�p�na,sati S (M 118.13/3:81) = SD 7.13. 
 21 See Gethin, The Buddhist Path to Awakening, 2001:232 f. 
 22 Tesa� ca vo Cunda samagg�na� sammodam�n�na� avivadam�n�� sikkhitabba�, a��ataro sabrahma-
c�r� sa�ghe dhamma� bh�seyya. Tatra ce tumh�ka� eva� assa—1. attha� c’eva micch� ga	h�ti, vya�jan�ni ca 
micch� ropet� ti…; 2. attha� hi kho micch� ga	h�ti, vya�jan�ni samm� ropet� ti…; 3. attha� hi kho samm� 
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ga	h�ti,vya�jan�ni micch� ropet� ti—tassa n’eva abhinanditabba� na pa�ikkositabba�. Anabhinanditv� appa�i-
kkositv� so eva� assa vacan�yo; 4. attha� �‘eva samm� ga	h�ti, vya�jan�ni samm� ropet� ti. 
 23 “Worded,” vya�jan�ni…ropeti, lit “propagated the phrase.” This n applies to this whole section. 
 24 “(We) see,” pass�ma. On the significance on “seeing,” see SD 19.7e. 

25 M 104/2:243-251. 
 26 Ajjh’�j�va and adhip�timokkha, see CPD which qu MA 4:38. 
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27 AbhkB tr Pruden 1988:1022 f. 
28 D 16.2.9/ 2:93; also Nm 1:132. 
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 29 See Gethin 2001:56 f & K Dhammajoti, Sarv�stiv�da Abhidharma, Kelaniya, 2002:7 f. 

30 The section onwards is a rev ed of Intro to Mah� Sakul’ud�y� S (M 77.15-21) = SD 6.18 Introd. 
 31 V 2:240, 3:93, 4:26; D 16/2:120, 28/3:102, 29/3:127 f; M 77/2:11 f, 103/2:238 f; S 22.81/3:96, 22.101/-
3:153 f, 45.155/5:49 f; A 7.67.1/4:125-127, 8.19.17/4:203, 10.90/5:175 f, U 56; M� T476c20-25, T753c6-7; T7 
(Mah�parinirv��a S�tra tr), 193a2-3; S� T67a28-c1, T87c2-5; cf E� T763b1 f.  
 32 Gethin (2001:229) gives the following references: V 2:236-241 = A 4:197-294 = 204-208 = U 51-64 (4 
“times”; 1 “occasion”). V 3:93, 94, 95, 97 (4 “times,” 1 “occasion”). D 2:120; 3:102, 127 (3 “times”; 3 “occa-
sions”). M 2:11, 238, 245; 3:81; 289, 196 (6 “times”; 6 “occasions”); S 3:96, 153 f; 4:359-373 (34 “times”); 5 49 
f, *54 (3 times), *135 f, *138, *191, *240, *242, *246, *250, *252, *291, *308 f (50 “times”; 11 “occasions”). A 
1:39 f, 295-297; 4:125-127; 5:175 ( 4 “times”; 4 “occasions”). An asterisk before a reference indicates that the 
occurrence is lost in the abbreviation of the text. 
 33 M 77.15-37/211-22. See Gethin 2001:266 f. 
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 34 Vism 22.33-43/678-682. For a study of these sets, see SD 10. The mnemonic for memorizing this set of 7 
is “Triple 4, double 5, 7-8”. 
 35 See J Bronkhorst, “Dharma and Abhidharma,” 1982:305. 
 36 “Perhaps abhi-dhamme in this passage must be understood as two words, ‘as regards the dhamma’; cf 
CPD sv abhidhamma.” (Bronkhorst’s fn) 
 37 M 103.5-8/2:239-241. 
 38 D 29.18-21/3:128 f. Another famous early hermeutical tool are the four “great references” (mah�padesa), 
of which there are two, the Vinaya version (V 1:250, 2:118) and the Sutta version (D 16.4.7-11/2:123 f; A 
4.180/ 2:167-170). See Mah� Parinibb�na S (D 16) = SD 9 Intro (11). 
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 39 See SD 13. For the sutta and its comys, see Soma Thera, The Way of Mindfulness, Kandy: Buddhist Publi-
cation Society, 1981. An easy modern approach is found in Nyanaponika, The Heart of Buddhist Meditation, 
London: Rider, 1962, & U Silananda, The Four Foundations of Mindfulness, Boston: Wisdom Books, 1990. 

40 This dharma is discussed further in SD 10.2. 
 41 Eg Abhs 7.6 = Abhs:SR 179 = Abhs:BRS 279. For the P�li, see 
16n below. 

42 Vbh ch 8/208-215. 
43 VbhA 288-302. 
44 MA 3:243 ff. 
45 A 2.1/1:47-49; AA 2:93. 
46 This dharma is discussed further in SD 10.3. 

 47 The four predominants (adhipati) are the mental concomitants (cetasika) desire (chanda, the desire to 
act), effort (viriya), consciousness (citta), and investigation (v�ma�s�, ie wisdom). See A Comprehensive 
Manual of Abhidhamma (Abhs:BRS) 274 f for other details. 
 48 Narada Thera, in his A Manual of Abhidhamma (tr of Abhs), 4th rev ed 1979:344, errs in saying that “only 
when these four are present in the supramundane consciousness are they termed Iddhip�da.” See Ledi Sayadaw, 
The Requisites of Enlightenment (Wheel 171-174, Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1971) & Abhs:BRS 280 
& 374 n4. 



Piya Tan  Bodhi,pakkhiya,dhamm� 

http://dharmafarer.googlepages.com  
 

10 

	�
�!������
!!
���� ��������� �
 ������
��1��������� ��	���������
�����������3���
�������
�!���	�����
���
��� �
���		1�
���	�
�!���3������
��@	� �
���		�������.�	��
���	����������������������
�������
�����
����	������
���

����%���	�	�
��	 ������!�	����		������3 !�������������.����������,�(��
��%,�������	�4
���������

"M�������2��+#1����������!���
��������
���������4
����������
� ���<� ��	�������  ��"=��)$�=��

�<),#��
�

)�5�������
��������!���	�"�������#

'�
��������� 
��	�"����#

'�
��
� ��	������	�������������
�	1����������������
��

���������!�<�
&��(����� ������ � � "	�����������#1��

&�%(��������
���� � � "
�����������#1��
&�'(�����������!��		�� "	���������#1��
&�)(��%���
���������
��� "	������������#1������

&�*(��'���	�
��� � "�����������#���
B ��!������6����!���	7�����������������	�����
��	�����������	����6 
��	7�������	�����������������
����	���	$��	�	���1��������������!���	��3����	���
���
!������������	 �������	 ����	�
����	
!���
��"����#

������#1��3����
��"�������#1�������		�"���������#1��
�2��	������
��"�
�������#�������	���������

&��	�
�(�"��		���#1��������! ��
�
����
�����������	 �������
  
	���	�
��������	�
�1�!�-���		1�����!�		2
��		1��������
��������!�	�
���

5��������!������
��
����������!���	1�������	1����	 ������!� �������1������������	�
�������
������!������

	
��	��
���
����!������!�����������������!!�����!��!������		$����
��������
���������
�������
������!������
�
���
��������!���	�!�		��		�����	!����	���		��=�����!��		��	�������������
���������� 	��!!�����
�����
����
�	������!�������������
����

����'�	 ������!�����!���	�
������  �����������4��
�����������
���3 !��������������!��������8�����	'��

�����������������4
���������	�����
�!�������!���3 !��������� ���,��������������"M�	������'1�
�*;)*,#��

�

@�0�!��
����'�	 ������!� 
��	1

'�
�!��������	 ������!�����!���	1

'%
������
�����!��������������!��������8�����	�
��

���������������4
���������	1�����
�!�������!���3 !��������� ���,��������������''��!��
����������
�	��
������!��������
��
������	 ������!�����!���	���������	 ������!� 
��	��������M����������8�����	1�
����������!!���
�	�������	
���
�������
	����	���0�����	���
������	��	�����������
���������!���������
5���
�����
����
���

')
�B ��!��������!���"�������#��	��		�����!!��������������� 
���"����#� �		���1�����

!�������	�6��	�����!���������		��!��!�������	�
  
	���7�"?����������<�%'#
'*
���������� 
��	����<�

                                                 
49 Vbh ch 9/216-276. 
50 This dharma is discussed further in SD 10.4. 
51 This dharma is discussed further in SD 10.5. 

 52 Gethin 2001:355 f (App) gives the occurrences of the spiritual faculties (3/4/5 etc) thus: V 1:294; D 3:239, 
278, 284; M 1:19 f, 164, 479; S 5:193-204, 219-243; A 1:42-44, 118 f, 2:141, 149-152, 3:277 f, 281 f, 4:225, 
264-266, 5:56; Tha 352, 437, 595, 672, 1114; Th� 170 f. Nm 115, 233; Pm 1-34. Dhs passim; Vbh 122-34; Kvu 
589-592; Yam: Indriya,yamaka; Pa	 passim; Pe	k 37, 41, [48, 51 f, 69,] 71 f, 88, 97 f, 128 f, 171, 183, 185 f; Nett 
7, 19, 28, 100 f; Miln 33 ff, 43. Corrections and additions are given within square brackets. 
 53 See SD 10.5. Gethin 2001:356 (App) gives the occurrences of the spiritual powers (2/4/5/7 etc) thus: V 
1:294; D 3:213, 229, 253; S 5:249-253; A 2:141, 3:10-12, 245, 277 f, 281 f, 4:3 f. Tha 352, 437, 494, 672, 1114; 
[Th�] 170 f.; Nm 14, 151; Pm 2:166-176; Pe	k 37, 79, 179, 189; Nett 100 f. Corrections and additions are given 
within square brackets. 

54 This dharma is discussed further in SD 10.4. 
55 Vism 22.36 f/679. 

 56 On the ubiquity of the spiritual faculties, see Gethin 2001:138-140. 
 57 See Gethin 2001:140-145. 
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 58 See Gethin 2001:146-189 (ch 5). 
 59 See Abhs:BRS 85-88, 281. 
 60 See SD 6.10 (2004). 
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 61 “Investigation of states,” or “Dharma-analysis.” “Dharma” here refers to physical and mental states. 


